Eve Kassirer's first contact with the Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists (CAOT) was in December 1979. She came to Toronto to meet with Seanne Wilkins, the Association's Executive Director, and myself as Chairman of the Council of Practice to discuss the establishment of a Task Force to develop Guidelines for the Practice of Occupational Therapy. That meeting was held in CAOT's office on New Street, which was reached by a dark flight of stairs and was such a small space that boxes were stacked everywhere. Eve never said what her initial impressions of our Association were, but one can imagine the doubts that crossed her mind.
However, from that beginning grew a Task Force representing all Canadian therapists that produced three volumes of the Guidelines for the Client Centred Practice of Occupational Therapy that have gained international recognition. The Task Force first met in March of 1980 and held its final meeting in March, 1989. Eve worked closely with the Task Force over eight years. As the co-ordinator from Health and Welfare Canada she arranged the meeting locations, distributed materials, co-ordinated document production, edited manuscripts, contributed her knowledge as a sociologist, and secured the funding to enable this work to continue. In addition to her professional contributions, Eve was interested in the personal lives of the group members and showed concern for their many roles and diverse responsibilities. She was dubbed "Mother Eve" by the group which summarizes her caring nature.
Eve Kassirer 1921 Kassirer -1988 Eve was born in Kingston in 1921 and achieved her Bachelor's degree in Microbiology from the University of Toronto in 1944. She met her husband, Archie, in Guelph and they settled in Ottawa. Their three children, Mark, April and Jay, now all live in Toronto. When the children had achieved some independence Eve returned to school and was awarded her Master of Arts in sociology from Carleton University in 1968.
Eve was instrumental in establishing a positive relationship between Health and Welfare Canada and CAOT. Her interventions on our behalf secured ongoing funding for the Task Force and the facilitation of many important contacts.
Eve was honored by CAOT in 1985 when a Certificate of Honor was presented to her at the Annual General Meeting in Kingston. This certificate recognized her contributions to CAOT as the facilitator of the work of the Task Force.
In that year she was also the recipient of the Canadian Association of Speech Language Pathologists and Audiologists (CASLPA/ACOA) distinguished service award.
Eve's death in April, 1988 was a loss to our profession. The awards that have been established in her honor speak of the high regard in which she was held. These in- Eve's warmth and empathy enabled her to establish and maintain excellent rapport with her Departmental colleagues and members of her National Task Forces. Under Eve's guidance and nurture working groups took on a new definition: a collection of individuals rapidly became a team with synergy and spirit.
It is felt that Eve helped several allied health professions become better ingrained in the Canadian health care system. She was a driving force in the creation of a number of task forces which were extremely important to the professional growth of many rehabilitation disciplines including that of Occupational Therapy. Because she had a vision, Eve contributed to breaking new ground and enabling rehabilitation professionals to set new
